
 

 

High Ham Church of England Primary School Governors 

 

Chris Palmer BSc (Hons); Dip.App.Soc; Dip.App.SS; GCGI; GIFireE (Co-opted Governor 
and Chair of Governors) 

 

I have been a School Governor for 21 years in total, 12 years at High Ham (Chair for 11 
years) and I also gained 9 years experience as Chair/Vice-Chair in two Bristol Schools, one 
Primary and one Secondary, before moving to Somerset in 2006.  
 
Professionally, I worked for Avon Fire & Rescue Service attaining the rank of Assistant Chief 
Fire Officer. As a Board member I gained experience as Director of Operations, Community 
Fire Safety and Support Services. I retired in 2007 after 30 years service. 
I live in High Ham with my wife Sue and served as a local Parish Councillor for 15 years.	I 
really enjoy my involvement with the school. It is a privilege to see the children develop as 
they move through the school and to be part of all the exciting things they do. I am extremely 
proud of our school and the education and support we provide. We are fortunate to have a 
dedicated team of staff, really engaged pupils, supportive parents and passionate governors 
who all work in partnership with each other for the benefit of our school community.  
 

Sally Roy (Diocesan Board of Education Governor and Vice-Chair of Governors) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have lived in High Ham for over 20 years and been a governor at the school for more than 
half that. It’s an association I am proud of, as I am of the school itself, and I believe my 
background and experience helps me with my role. Educated at the University of St 
Andrew’s and the Courtauld Institute, I am passionate about learning, educational 
opportunities and the added dimension culture can bring to our children’s lives. I am a 
professional travel writer and have written and contributed to more than fifty published books 

 



 

 

Karen Cook (Co-opted Governor) 

 

My name is Karen Cook, I am a farmer in the Parish. My association with High Ham primary 
school goes back many years. My children were taught here. I was a parent governor 30 
years ago, a classroom assistant, and a governor now for the last 10 years. Village life and 
the Community is very important to me, and I am involved with many activities, and people 
of all ages. I enjoy coming into the school for projects, and seeing how the children grow and 
develop. It gives me great pleasure that a lot of the young parents remember me, and chat 
at the school gates, while they are waiting for their children, who also know me.   
 
Elinor McElwaine BA (Hons) English and PGCE in Primary Education (Staff Governor) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I have taught several year groups during my time at High Ham and I have enjoyed all of 
them! I completed an English degree at Plymouth University and then I did my teacher 
training in Somerset. I had placements across the two key stages, working with 5 out of 7 
year groups. I am currently in the Reception/Year 1 class. I have coordinated many subjects 
including computing, physical education and early years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Jane Rosser, DipHE, BEd Hons, MA, NPQH (Headteacher and Governor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since graduating from Bath with a BEd (Hons), I have worked in five Somerset primary 
schools and been acting Headteacher in three. I completed my Masters in Education degree 
with the Open University while working in my first teaching job and while a Deputy 
Headteacher I completed my National Professional Qualification for Headship (NPQH). Over 
the years in order to enhance my own professional development, I have taken on a range of 
roles across the county including mentoring new Heads, supporting schools, leading on part 
of the NPQH for church schools, working on the county executive board, lead literacy 
teacher for the county, ICT development lead and sitting on various steering committees 
including ICT and CLP. I have taught every year group with the exception of year four.  
 
I have been Headteacher at High Ham for over 15 years. I really enjoy my job, I enjoy the 
variety of the role, working with a range of colleagues as well as working in a beautiful area 
of the country in a school with excellent facilities and grounds. However, the best part of the 
job always has been, and always will be, the children. Seeing them thrive, develop in 
confidence as well as academically and seeing their level of independence increase, and 
enthusiasm for learning develop, gives me the most joy. I feel lucky to work at such a good 
school with a supportive team of governors, parents, staff as well as delightful children.  
 
Robert Rice (Co-opted Governor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I moved to High Ham with my wife in 2006. We have two daughters who have both been 
through the school and onto the local Academy. I fully appreciate what a fantastic asset this 
school is within this parish and the wider community. 
I currently run a successful construction company, employing many local people to carry out 
works, across the southwest, with our main client being the MOD. More recently I have also 
begun private house development.  
I feel I can offer a vast amount of business experience, ensuring support in many aspects; 
from the allocation of funds to meeting the ever-increasing demands of the school and 
ensuring value for money. 
I feel very lucky not only to be joining an excellent team of governors but also to be able to 
repay my personal gratitude to the school. 
 



 

 

Sandy Greenham (Local Authority Appointed Governor (LA)) 

 

I have been a Local Authority (LA) Governor for over eleven years. I learnt my trade as a 
Unix Systems Administrator, obtaining various Computing qualifications along the way.  

Throughout my career, I have continued learning, gaining a Diploma in Administrative 
Management from the Institute of Administrative Management and a Certificate in Education 
from Plymouth University, all of which have focused mainly in the Computing and Business 
Management arena. My current role is supporting the LA’s Educational Services, to meet 
their stated objectives with regards to data and information, including those which are 
statutory, for example: Child Protection (including Prevent), Children Missing Education, 
Elective Home Education, Governors Services, Early Help, Attendance, SEND and Children 
Looked After and I utilise my skills, knowledge and understanding gained, to support the 
staff and pupils 

Nicky Gundry (Elected Parent Governor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m Nicky Gundry and I’ve been a parent Governor for 9 years at High Ham. I started when 
my daughter was in reception who is now in year 10 at Huish. I have two children and my 
son is currently in year two. I also attended High Ham but that was a very long time ago!  

I have been a Crew Manager for the last 23 years with Devon and Somerset Fire & Rescue 
Service. This job has kept me very busy over the years, I even attended the school with the 
Fire engine because the children discovered a crashed alien spaceship one day!  

Through my career I have obtained qualifications in Health and Safety, Safeguarding and 
First Aid which have all been useful in my role as a School Governor. We have all struggled 
and had to make changes during the last two years due to the pandemic, none more so than 
our children. I have missed the best parts of the governor role, the being in school and 
working and supporting the children whether it’s sports days, swimming lessons, church 
services and school fetes so I’m looking ahead to what I hope will be a brighter 2022 for us 
all.   



 

 

Rose Webb (Elected Parent Governor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Rose Webb and I am delighted to join the governing body as a parent governor. 
My background is in secondary school education, where I began my career as a People and 
Communities and RE teacher. I became passionate about supporting social and emotional 
well-being and additional needs, early in my role as a teacher and I held a number of roles in 
this area, such as, head of year, assistant SENDCO and strategic leader of social, 
emotional, mental health and well-being. I was, in addition, a staff school governor 
responsible for behaviour, inclusion, attendance and SEND. I currently work for The Thrive 
Approach as a Practice and Innovation Developer, Regional Manager and Trainer. I am 
passionate about supporting the mental health and emotional well-being of all children and 
young people and of the staff working alongside them.  

 
Mel Hillman BA, Adv Dip Ed, MEd, Professional Clerk (Independent Clerk to Governors) 
(Non-voting) 

 

 

  

Mel joined the Board as a part-time Independent Clerk in March 2020. Since 2004 he has 
supported over 30 schools across Somerset and Dorset in long and short-term 
appointments. He gained the Professional Clerk qualification in 2018. He also acts as a 
voluntary Local Leader of Governance helping support other schools on a short-term basis 
on Governance matters. For 6 years he delivered the Somerset Governance Services termly 
induction session for new clerks as well as sessions on minute-taking for clerks in Somerset 
and Dorset. His other interests include rugby and volunteering on the West Somerset 
Railway. 


